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Teacher Education
Contact Information

Website: www.uis/education
Email: education@uis.edu
Office Phone: (217) 206-6682
Office Location: BRK 324

Beth Hatt, Director of the School of Education

Bachelor's Degrees: (5)

Minor: (1)

Advising
Students interested in becoming licensed as a teacher or adding an
endorsement for their license, should meet with a TEP advisor to
determine a plan of study.

Field Experiences and Student Teaching
Methods courses required in all teacher licensure programs include
field experiences to be completed in schools designated by the
School of Education. Each elementary methods course requires 30
hours of field experience. Each secondary and middle level methods
courses requires 40 hours of field experience. At least one of the field
experiences will be completed in a school that is considered diverse in
ethnicity, race, or socioeconomic status, or other placements deemed
appropriate by the School of Education. School placements for 400
level TEP course work are assigned by the School of Education.

Student teaching occurs during the final semester after all other course
work and requirements have been satisfied. Candidates must apply
for student teaching within a prescribed timeframe no later than the
semester prior to the actual experience. At the time of application,
candidates must meet the GPA requirements (C- or higher in all TEP
course work; 2.50 cumulative GPA). Candidates must also have
completed or be registered to complete all remaining course work. In
order to receive a school placement for the student teaching semester,
candidates must have maintained all GPA requirements as outlined
above, and passed a physical and TB test no earlier than 90 days prior
to entering the school setting (submitting results to Campus Health
Services). Candidates are assigned by the School of Education to
a school setting for their student placement. University personnel
and school-based cooperating teachers supervise student teachers
throughout the semester. The Illinois State Board of Education requires
that candidates pass a performance assessment and a content exam
in order to be recommended for teacher licensure. The performance
assessment will be completed during student teaching.

General Education Requirements for All
Candidates
Candidates in teacher education are expected to possess general
education knowledge, including knowledge related to the arts,
communications, history, literature, mathematics, philosophy, sciences,
and the social sciences, from multicultural and global perspectives.
Candidates in the Department of Teacher Education at UIS are
required to meet general education requirements beyond those of the
University and should consult with the TEP Program Advisor in order to
fulfill these requirements.

Grading Policy
Students must have a cumulative 2.5 GPA overall and a 3.0 GPA in
TEP and content area required course work to enroll in 400-level TEP
courses and to be eligible for licensure. Grades C- or higher is required
for all TEP and content area required course work. Grades lower than
C- in required TEP and content area courses must be repeated.

Licensure

The School of Education entitles candidates for a Professional
Educator License upon completion of several criteria. These
criteria include general education requirements set by the School
of Education, all other program requirements, passing scores on
the appropriate Illinois Licensure Testing System content exam,
a performance assessment, and satisfaction of any additional
requirements outlined by the Illinois State Board of Education, which
has sole authority for awarding or denying Professional Educator
License (PEL).

Retention in TEP Programs

Teacher candidates must maintain an overall 2.5 GPA and a 3.0
GPA in TEP and content area required course work. Additionally,
they must also successfully complete field experiences required for
each methods course. Candidate progress is evaluated throughout
programs in the Department of Teacher Education according to GPA,
professional teaching standards, dispositions, and other factors.
Candidates not meeting these criteria may be removed from or
counseled out of their program or may be required to complete
remediation at the discretion of the School of Education.

School Goals and Objectives

1. Develop and deliver highly competitive, rigorous, research-
intensive academic programs with social justice foci

2. Improve research quality, productivity, and impact for faculty,
students, and communities

3. Create a positive, productive, equitable, and efficient working and
learning environment for all stakeholders

4. Ensure the cultural and global competence of its personnel and
students

5. Increase and nurture School of Education outreach within and
beyond the UIS community; locally, nationally, and globally

6. Produce graduates with the Knowledge, Dispositions and skills to
become effective educators and leaders, locally, nationally and
internationally

The UIS School of Education upholds the ideals of education as
a service toward the advancement of individuals, communities,
organizations, and society. The UIS School of Education prepares
teachers, administrators, researchers, and scholars to serve, advocate,
and engage with local, national, and global communities for asset-
based perspectives. With social justice and anti-racist principles as a
foundation, we achieve this mission through the integration of theory,
scholarship, leadership, and praxis. We prepare educational leaders
to work across the developmental range, and to conduct equity-based
research on issues of curriculum and instruction, educational policy,
and social justice.

https://www.uis.edu/education/
mailto:education@uis.edu
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There are numerous paths to becoming a teacher in the state of
Illinois. After initial licensure, endorsements can be added to provide
further specialization and expertise. The UIS School of Education
offers programs that prepare students for Illinois Licensure and the
elementary (grades 1-6) middle (grades 5-8) or secondary levels
(grades 9-12).

Elementary

The Elementary Education major is available for students interested
in teaching 1st though 6th grades. Elementary majors do not need
to a select a specific content area. The elementary program is hybrid
with some courses being offered online and others courses only being
available in person.

Middle Grades

Students interested in teaching Middle Grades 5th-8th may complete
the program with a focus in Language Arts, History, Mathematics,
or Science. The middle grades program is an online program that
may require coming to campus two times a semester for required
workshops.

Secondary

Students wishing to teach in 9th-12th grades may complete the
Secondary Education degree program in English, History, or
Mathematics, or may complete a minor in Secondary Teachers
Education while concurrently completing a major in an appropriate
academic content area (Biology, Chemistry, English, History,
Mathematics, Political Science, or Sociology/Anthropology).
Completing a minor in secondary teacher education will require more
than 120 credit hours and may take longer than 4 years to complete.
The secondary program is an online program that may require coming
to campus two times a semester for required workshops.

Endorsements

Students may add additional endorsements including Special
Education (LBS1), English as a Second Language (ESL), Computer
Science, Computer Applications and Technology Specialist. All
endorsements are fully online programs.

Licensure only

Those who have already completed baccalaureate degrees in
appropriate academic content areas may also complete the sequence
of Teachers Education course work (for either elementary, middle, or
secondary licensure).

All Teacher Education programs are developed and maintained under
the auspices of the Council on Professional Education (COPE)

Information and policies that govern and direct a candidate’s progress
through their Teacher Education program are provided at the point of
initial advising, through orientation, during course work on Canvas, and
on the School of Education website. Candidates are expected to work
closely with their TEP advisor and their academic content advisor (if
candidates are seeking a Teacher Education minor) as well as utilizing
other venues such as the TEP Handbook, TEP Portal, UIS email, and
the TEP website in addition to this catalog statement in order to track
their progress accurately. Once a student is accepted into a program
in the School of Education, they are referred to as a "candidate" (for
licensure).

Subsequent Endorsements and
Professional Development

Illinois licensed teachers may complete course work toward
subsequent licenses and endorsements in a variety of content areas
through the School of Education. The school also offers a variety
of courses appropriate for professional development for in-service
teachers and other school personnel.

THE BACHELOR'S DEGREE
• Elementary Education

• Middle Grades Education

• Secondary English Education

• Secondary History Education 

• Secondary Mathematics Education

SECONDARY EDUCATION MINOR 
• Secondary Education Minor

POST-BACCALAUREATE TEACHER
LICENSURE

• Elementary Teacher Licensure

• Middle Grades Teacher Licensure

• Secondary Teacher Licensure

Licensure is also available to those who already hold a baccalaureate
degree (or higher) from an accredited college or university in
the United States and wish to enter the field of teaching. To be
recommended for a Professional Educator License, candidates
must meet all entrance requirements and fulfill a similar sequence of
courses that candidates seeking the Elementary Major, Middle Grades
Major, or the Secondary Minor are required to complete. Having a
baccalaureate degree (or higher) may not exempt candidates from
taking the required course work.

ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION (ISBE) ENDORSEMENT
PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

• Computer Applications Endorsement

• Computer Science Endorsement

PRAIRIE AREA TEACHING INITIATIVE
The Prairie Area Teaching Initiative (PATI) is a School of Education
initiative designed to recruit students from Illinois. Graduates must
make a serious commitment to teaching, for a minimum of two years,
in a district in Illinois.  Applications for admission to PATI are reviewed
twice per year - one month prior to the beginning of the fall and spring
semesters. Students are notified in writing of their acceptance. To
maintain good standing in PATI and to be eligible for a tuition waiver,
students must enroll in a minimum of 12 credit hours per semester
(including TEP course work); maintain a 3.0 grade point average;

http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/elementaryed/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/middlegrades/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/secondary-education-english/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/secondary-education-history/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/secondary-education-mathematics/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation-minor/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/elementary-licensure/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/middlegrade-licensure/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/secondary-licensure/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/compapp-endors/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/compsci-endors/
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enroll in the appropriate PATI course; conduct a minimum of 10 hours
per semester of community service; and abide by all policies and
procedures of PATI. Students failing to maintain any one of these
requirements will be given one semester of probationary status and
will be withdrawn if said deficiencies are not remedied. For more
information, please visit the PATI website.

ONLINE DEGREE
The School of Education offers online sections for all middle grade,
secondary, introductory, and core courses. TEP courses use a blended
learning format; Some 300-400 level TEP online courses require
participants to attend two to three mandatory weekend campus
conferences each semester. The same departmental admission
requirements apply to all online courses except for those participants
earning credits for professional development. Candidates in online
courses should understand that these courses require a significant
time commitment of approximately 8-10 hours per week in order to
address the same learning objectives as courses that are delivered on
campus.

Please Note: Elementary Education is not an online program.

• Computer Applications Endorsement

• Computer Science Endorsement

• Middle Grades Education

• Secondary English Education

• Secondary History Education 

• Secondary Mathematics Education

• Middle Grades Teacher Licensure

• Secondary Teacher Licensure

http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/compapp-endors/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/compsci-endors/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/middlegrades/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/secondary-education-english/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/secondary-education-history/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/secondary-education-mathematics/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/middlegrade-licensure/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/cpae/teachereducation/secondary-licensure/

